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HIS FIRST INTERVIEW 



Connally Tells of Tragedy 



DALLAS (B— Gov. John 
ConnaUy, wounded during 
the assassination of Pres- 
ident Kennedy, said Wed- 
nesday that . after being 
shot- fhe President 
"slumped over and said 
fisthing." '•' 

t "As I turned to the left,. I 
was hit," Connally said. "I 
Jcnew f.was hit badly. I said, 
'My God, they are going to 
kill us. all!' . • 

^Then, 1 - there, was a third 
Utspt and the'. President was 
tiit aga§i. ; Mrsr Kennedy said 
jbh, my God. They killed my 
husband.' Jack ... .Jack.',---: 

"In .the space of a few 
'^tcondsi great joy and antici- 
pation;- w^tfi turned to great 
tragedy." . • •. ;'. '. 
': ,'CoimaHy, in an 'interview 
from "fcis. 'iospital : bed— the 
first since he was shot while 
riding with Kennedy last 
Friday— "said he has had 
many, thoughts since the 
tragedy and one of the most 
- Important was why Kenne- 
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Texas .governor tells of assassination. 
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RECOVERING- Texas Gov. John B. Connallv is comforted bv wife in a Dallas 
hospital. He was wounded in the same shooting that kilted. President Kennedy. 
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CONNALLY TELLS 
OF ASSASSINATION 

Continued from First Page of President Johnson,. Con 
lially said' Tie was a persor 
hink the assassra was after „ f f c mnp]esili J* . • 
him only. , T . „ ' „ 

"The man did what he f Ie «» ld u »t ■ Presiden: 
intended to do-he shot Johnson has a great under 
both of us," the governor standing of human nature, is 
added a man of his convictions anc 

Connally and the Pres- f forever working t6r per 
ident were riding with their ' ecuon - 
wives in the lead automobile "No man ever assumec 
of a motorcade through office better equipped t< 
downtown Dallas when the carry out the duties of th< 
assassin fired three shots at office of President.", 
them from a buildingalong normally said Mr. jonnson 
the route. Two struck Ken- was born of. hard times and 
nedy. his days of school were 

Connally said that perhaps arduous. ■ 
the "President, through his "But he walked with ma- 
death, was asked. tp. .do oy. people of many nationa- 
something that is hard to do lities and he understands the 
in life, and that is:; heartbeat' of this nation as no 

."To- shoek . and . stun a other man/ in this position 
nation and it? people and the has," Connally said, 
world to what is. happening He said that the President 
to us through' this cancerous had walked among the great 
- r !£^ "L ^ rtr f™'™ " _ T and the near-great but that 
" " he still , had the rough 

exterior of the rural area 
from which he came. 
Firm, Determined 
."He "is very firm and 
determined. I know of . no 
hwii: in. roy lifetime r would 
rather .'■ iave ,.' dealing mj 
hand," Connally said. , 

A tear came to Cpnnally's 
eye when he related, the pari 
about' Mrs. Kennedy saving: 
"They killed my husband. 
Jack ... .. Jack."- 
iusc^swim.u.weiuurms Connally was completely 

first portion of which lasted: puUing Umse]f up raa do ^ 

Me minutes. on the bed with a bar whicr 

The governor said. h e was stretches acrosg the top oJ 
not told that the President y, e 

was dead until Saturday, the Priol . ' to the actual news 
day after the assassination. conference two stiu photo 
' But it was no news," he pher3 and one ^ silen1 
said "I was almost sure he m0 vie cameraman were al- 
would be after those two , owpri ,-„ nrmnallv'., mom: 

«V V f ,, onacions Connally was lying in his 
\* ^ bed which was elevated 

thoughts were, 'My God, slient i v His wife NeUie 

^fTlwffiEFS **d% his held%ear fte 
space of a few nunutes.' It d f ^ bed 

makes you ponder and won- Connal]y looked pa i e ^ 

der ii .you are making, lie appeared y t0 be ^ 

™1 several times. He coughH a 
make to society because you { ^ ti 0ne of ^ 

neve? know .when , a- thing W0U ndsis in the chest, 
like this can happen." ■ Newsmen were checked 

Suggests Monument thoroughly and physically 
Connally said a monument searched before being al- 
shbuld be built to President lowed near the room. 
Kennedy; "but' I hope that ' They Were asked - not to 
the- people, -build not 'in the reveal the location of the bed 
sense '- of absolving . them- in the room or the other 
selves. The ' monurneii:1 security measures that had 
should he 'through patience | been taken, 
tolerance, knowledge, ' hu- 
man under'stariding' and dig- 
nity.";. .'■ •"' ''.-'-" 

The governor' said ne hac 
been- very close to- the new 
President, Lyndon B. John 
son, serving with him in thf 
Navy during World War H- 
"I thought -how ironic i 
was that the man win 
defeated him : (for .-the, 1961 
Democratic . , , Presidentia 
nomination) " named, nie se 
cretary of- the Navy and oi 
the day of the traged; 
Johnson .became. Presiden 
of the- United States:". *>.. 
'; Asked' ; tp ' give .his. . opinio: 



This is the only answer I 
can give you on why he is 
gone and I am not," he 
added.- 

rJ -He said the world should 
avoid tlie type of •extremism 
that, breeds hatred. • 

Seed of Destruction 
, "The genesis, of our seM- 
destructibn— if we are going 
to be destroyed — comes 
from , thij extremism," he 
added, 

Connally wept and dried 
his eyes with a towe} during 
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